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Editorial

EniergencyWate'r‘ '
-test; two groups

dn t genen:ata

' murlceda importatit occa-
sionlastmenth whenwater | <.+
waspuimpedfromihePapis. f. 7 f .

" Resourees District's xupal f: -
-water systens to the water R
towerjust south of tawn. -

It marked the frst testof
thesystem that wasdesigued i
toprovide Blair withaback- BB
up sugply of water in case
of an emergency. And the.

newsfor Blairresldants 1g:
ing a Blair Volintoer T Fira:
Department pimger: truck.
. acrew pumped?, 200 galiont
of water per minute to the
water tower. .

.The test confirmed that,.
in'case af BMBLEATCY, Blair

Metropolitan Eltilities Dis:

trictin OmahaviathaNRD's
rural water system. That
way Blalr could provide at
least basic water zervica to _

“ residents in the event.that
thecity'smainwatersupply - _The Miss
was Interruptad, - turned’ out
- The recent tast was tha. wheretore)
culmination af fouy’ years lngfai’recre

of -planning and work: by o
the clty of Blair and the °
PMRNRD. This & project
thathasproventobeaf grest
value to everyone involved, -
mnludingresidnnmmmmr
and’ Washifigtpn County.
Many county residentsnow
have a .dependable supply
of, water for-kdusehold ] \
and emergency usa thapks - 718 " that
ta the NRTV's: rural wa ;
-t ayabeHREREL Vs A Tavg
area behﬂeenﬂla;rand'g‘urt
Calhoun, °

And Blair residents have
a reliable backup supply
of water in case an emer-
geney shut down the city's
normal water. supply Tha
1,200 gpm that was pumpad
into the water tower during -
ths recent test is abouthalf.
of what the city uses on'a
repular basis; but it would
provide encugh water to
kesp the cominunity. going
inan emergency,

It's an example of two
government subdivisions
(thres, if you court MUD in
Omahn)workingtogatherto
achieve 2 common goal and
to consolidete efforts for’
maximum efficiency. And
it’s an example of the kind
of emergency planningthat
continues to enliance the:
quality of life {ny Blair,

Thecityof Hlair invested
- abosut 501,000 into this en-
deavor and it looks lile e’
was maney well spent,
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